Study Four

GOD REVEALED IN ‘ISA EL-MASIH

THE WORD BECAME FLESH

Perhaps you are familiar with ‘Isa being called the “Word of God” (Surah 47:40).
Rather than simply being a word from God spoken to Mary through ‘Isa, the
Word of God as a title for Isa means much more. The Injil clarifies what this

means concerning ‘Isa’s identity.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.

In him was life, and that life was the light of men. (John 1:1-3)

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Notes:

Verse 1: “In the beginning” — This phrase is a reference to the creation account in Genesis 1:1 when God created the heavens and
the earth. ‘Isa EI-Masih was there from before creation.

Verse 14: “Father” — this is a name used for God which conveys the kind of relationship we have with him as well as ‘Isa had with

him, although in a different sense. It is used rarely in the Old Testament but frequently in the New Testament.

Q: What is the relationship of the Word to God? Who is the Word?

Q: As the Word of God reveals God to us, how does ‘Isa reveal God to us?
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“GOD WITH US” IN ‘ISA EL MASIH'S BIRTH

One cold day a man was walking down the street and saw a flock of hungry
sparrows feasting on some grain spilled on the street. As the man took a step
towards the birds they became uneasy, pausing from their eating to look
around. Upon taking another step, they became increasingly nervous. When he
had almost reached them, the whole flock of birds suddenly flew away. The
man then reflected for a few moments on what had happened. What had made
the birds scatter in flight? He had not meant to harm them. He then realized
that he was too big for them. So he wondered, How can I walk among those
birds without frightening them by my size? If I could only become a sparrow

and fly down among them, they would receive me and know me.

The spiritual analogy may be seen in God's identification with his creatures—
man. In the Taurat we see that God appeared to Ibrahim through angelic
messengers and to Musa through the burning bush. Those to whom God spoke
were afraid and could only receive a limited revelation from him. But centuries
later the angel of the Lord announced the birth of the Savior of the world, who
is El-Masih the Lord (Luke 2:11).6 He lived and walked among us.

In the Gospel According to Matthew we have one of the accounts of Isa El-
Masih’s birth. Another account is found in the Gospel According to Luke.

Let’s look at Matthew’s account.

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.

19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce
her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to

him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
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to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus [Yesua], because he will save his
people from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with
us.”

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had

no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave

him the name Jesus [Yesua]. (Matthew 1:18-25)

Notes:

Verse 18: “Holy Spirit” — this is a term for the person of God himself, not the angel Jibril. Only by God could the miracle of

this virgin birth occur, allowing ‘Isa El-Masih to have a sinless and holy life.

Verse 19: “divorce” — Engagement was almost as binding as marriage, so infidelity before the marriage would have led to divorce.
Verse 20: “angel of the Lord” — a messenger from God.

Verse 21: “Jesus” — This name means “The LORD saves” or “Yahweh is salvation.” Yesua is the same name with the Hebrew root.
‘Isa is not a name found in the Bible, but only in the Quran. From this point in the studies Yesua will be used instead of ‘Isa
because of the significance of the meaning of the name.

Verse 23: This quotation is taken from the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, written 700 years before Yesua El-Masih’s birth.

“Immanuel” or “God with us” — Only by God’s presence through the Holy Spirit bringing the conception of

Yesua could he be with us. God’s presence is with men not in the temple but in something greater, the person

of Jesus [Yesua El-Masih] who is with the believer always (see Matthew 12:6; 28:20).

Q: What is the connection between Yesua’'s name and what his mission

was?

Q: How was God present with them then? Is he present now as well?

The Message

31

Notes




| Study Four

Notes

THE GENEALOGY OF YESUA EL-MASIH /

Yesua El-Masih

born c. 5 B.C.
died c. A.D. 29
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THE GENEALOGY OF YESUA EL MASIH

Notes:

Many generations are not included between some of the names of this abbreviated genealogy. Two genealogies of Yesua may be
found in Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38. Some of the names are different because they show the descendancy through different
lines, having different purposes in their presentation of Yesua’s ancestry.

God made covenant promises with his people which passed from one generation to the next to be ultimately fulfilled in the coming
of Yesua. These covenant promises were given to Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Ishaq, Yacoub, and Daoud. Through the new covenant
given by Yesua we receive all the promises of God and salvation from sin.

“Adam” - He is called the “son of God” in Luke’s genealogy of Yesua (Luke 3:38) because he was created from dust by God who
breathed into him the breath of life (Genesis 2:7).

“Ishaq” — Note that the covenant promise of blessing to all nations through a descendant of Ibrahim came through

his wife Sarah’s son Ishag. See Genesis 12:2-3; 17:19, 21; 22:16-18.

“Ismael” — God promised Ibrahim that through his son Ismael he would make a great nation (Genesis 17:20; 21:13, 18).

“Yusef” — Since Yesua El Masih was virgin born, Yusef is his figurehead father, also being a descendant of king and prophet Daoud.

Q: What do you note about the difference in relationships between Miriam

[Maryam] and Mary and the time periods in which they lived?

Q: What may be surprising to you concerning this genealogy?

Q: Knowing that God made many prophecies concerning the coming of El
Masih in the Taurat and Zabur, how does the genealogy show the
fulfillment of God’s promises and plan from the beginning to bring us

blessing through Yesua?

YESUA EL MASIH AS THE “SON” OF GOD

God made a new covenant with his people through sending Yesua El Masih.
Our relationship with God is dependent upon knowing the mediator of this new
covenant, Yesua El Masih. Many titles are attributed to him which describe his
various roles. One of the most often used titles in the Injil is the “Son of God.”
This title was first given to Yesua by the angel Jibril when he announced to

Maryam Yesua’'s coming birth (Luke 1:32, 35).
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Often Muslims wonder why Christians call Yesua the “Son” of God. This does
not mean that they believe in more than one god. As we already saw, the Bible
and Yesua affirm many times that there is only one God. Polytheism and
idolatry are condemned while the unity of God is affirmed. However, within
that unity there are distinct persons of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Each
person of the one God has distinct roles. Yesua the Son is not a second god,
for there is only one eternal Being. Nor did God have a child as a man would.
God forbid such a blasphemous thought! Yesua was not conceived in the
normal way, but by means of a miracle by God the Holy Spirit. Only in this
way could he have a divine nature that was holy, without sin. Nor was he
created from dust as was Adam (Surah 3:59), except as to his human nature
in having flesh like us. He was not called to “Be” by God, but has always been
from eternity. The name “Son of God” means that Yesua El-Masih is the visible
expression of the invisible God.8 When Yesua is called a “Son” it is speaking of
a relationship between God the Father and Yesua. This relationship is not
physical, as in a descendant. In the Qur'an itself we see the term ibn essabil,
which literally means “son of the path.” There we also find ibn esshaitan, “son
of Satan.” These figurative expressions do not imply physical reproduction, but
describe character and relationship.9 Likewise, Yesua as the Son of God
signifies the close relationship between God the Father and Son. The special

close relationship is described in these sayings of Yesua El Masih.

“My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am
working.” For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him;
not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God
his own Father, making himself equal with God.” (John 5:17-18)

“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do
only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does
the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he
does.” (John 5:19-20a)

“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so

the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the
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Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that
all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does
not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.” (John
5:21-23)

“For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to

have life in himself.” (John 5:26)

Q: Summarize Yesua El-Masih’s relationship with God the Father.

Nathan the prophet received a revelation he gave to King Daoud concerning
building a house for God. Although in its immediate context it referred to King
Sulaiman, in at least three places the Injil applies it to Yesua. This prophecy,
called the Davidic covenant,10 is given about 1000 years before the birth of
Yesua.

" ‘T declare to you that the Lorp will build a house for you: 11
When your days are over and you go to be with your fathers, I will
raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your own sons, and I
will establish his kingdom. 12 He is the one who will build a house
for me, and I will establish his throne forever. 13 I will be his father,
and he will be my son. I will never take my love away from him, as I
took it away from your predecessor. 14 I will set him over my house
and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever.’ "

(1 Chronicles 17:10b-14)

Notes:
Verse 12: "He is the one" — Sulaiman became a type of El-Masih. Although Sulaiman, Daoud’s son, would build the physical
temple, Yesua, a descendant of Daoud, would build a spiritual house of his people, the Church, of which he was the cornerstone.

Verse 13: "predecessor’ — King Saul, from whom the LORD took away the kingdom for his lack of faith and obedience.

Q: What is the relationship between King Daoud and the one who will

build a house for God (verses 11-12)?
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Q: What kind of relationship does the Lorp have with the king he will

establish who will rule forever (verse 13)?

Yesua taught that the revelation of his identity was hidden from the wise and
learned and revealed to little children, for this was his good pleasure (Matthew
11:25-26). For it is only in humility as a child that we can receive him (Mark

10:14-15). He went on to make some extraordinary claims.

"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."

(Matthew 11:27)

Q: What sovereign authority has been given to Yesua the Son?

Q: What is unique about the Sonship of Yesua?

Q: Who is it that reveals the Father? Who chooses to do so?

Q: Is there any other way to truly know God?

After much time of hearing and seeing Yesua, Simon Peter, Yesua’'s disciple,

had come to the God-given conclusion as to who he was.

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"

14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah;
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"

16 Simon Peter answered, "You are Christ, the Son of the living

God."
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17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.

(Matthew 16:13-17)

Notes:

Verse 13: "Son of Man" - Yesua’s favorite self-designation. This title demonstrated both Yesua’s humanity and his divinity. It
illustrated his divinity because this is the title used in the prophecy of Daniel 7:14 of one who comes with all authority and
sovereign power whom people from all nations worship. His kingdom is eternal.

Verse 14: "Yahya the Baptist" — he was the forerunner of Yesua (Matthew 11:10), preparing the way for his coming by calling
people to repentance and faith.

"Elijah" (Elias) — it had been prophesied that this prophet, who did many miracles, would return (Malachi 4:5-6). Jesus taught that
John the Baptist was the fulfillment of that prophecy (Matthew 11:14).

Q: How does Peter further define what he means by Yesua being El-Masih

(verse 16)?

Q: After being with Yesua for about three years, how was it revealed to

Simon Peter to understand who Yesua is (verse 17)?

YESUA'S SELF IDENTITY

Yesua clarified his identity with those who did not believe in him by referring

them to the Zabur.

41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked
them,

42 "What do you think about Christ? Whose son is he?"
"The son of David," they replied.

43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the
Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,

44 "The Lord said to my Lord:
"Sit at my right hand

until I put your enemies
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"o

under your feet.
45 If then David calls him ‘Lord,” how can he be his son?" 46 No
one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one

dared to ask him any more questions. (Matthew 22:41-46)

Notes:

Verse 41: "Pharisees" — a devout group of Jewish religious leaders who strongly opposed Yesua.

Verse 42: "the son of Daoud" — it was commonly known that EI-Masih was to be a descendant of King Daoud, in fulfillment of
prophecy (Jeremiah 23:5-6; Ezekiel 34:23-24). Do you remember seeing that in the genealogy of Yesua?

Verse 43: "speaking by the Spirit" — the prophet Daoud was inspired by the Holy Spirit of God in the words he wrote down, which
have become part of the Zabur, the Word of God.

Verse 44: By quoting Psalm 110:1, Yesua was showing that the common view of El-Masih was too limited. He was more than
Daoud’s descendant, but his sovereign superior.

‘my Lord" — Daoud’s Lord is EI-Masih, who pre-existed before his human birth.

"right hand" — God the Father was saying to God the Son to take the place of honor.

Verses 45-46: Unless the Jews were willing to admit that EI-Masih was the divine Lord, they had nothing they could say.

Q: What two natures of El-Masih are illustrated through this passage

(verse 45)?

Q: Whose son is El-Masih?

One day when Yesua was walking in the temple courts the religious leaders of

Israel came to challenge him. Notice how he clearly tells them who he is.

1 He then began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and
built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers
and went away on a journey. 2 At harvest time he sent a servant
to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the
vineyard. 3 But they seized him, beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. 4 Then he sent another servant to them; they
struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 He
sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others;

some of them they beat, others they killed.
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6 "He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last
of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

7 "But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let's
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” 8 So they took him and
killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.

9 "What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and
kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Haven't you

read this scripture:

" e

The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone;
11 the Lord has done this,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’?"

12 Then they looked for a way to arrest him because they knew he
had spoken the parable against them. (Mark 12:1-12a)

Notes:

Verse 1: "rented the vineyard" — We are all given responsibility to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to us. He is looking
for what we have produced that honors him.

"vineyard" — a symbol of Israel (see Isaiah 5:1-2).

"farmers" — the Jews, or their religious leaders.

Verses 2-5: "servant' — Old Testament prophets sent by God to bring his message to Israel. They called Israel to faithfulness. But
they were rejected by the stiff-necked Jews and many were killed.

Verse 6: "son" - Yesua EI-Masih.

Verse 7: 'kill him" — the Jewish religious leaders condemned Yesua to death.

"inheritance" — Jewish law said that if their was no heir to a piece of property it could be claimed by anyone. The tenants assumed
that by killing the son, they could claim the inheritance.

Verse 9: "kill those tenants" — God’s judgment will come upon those who are unrepentant and do not believe in his Son.

"others" — since the Jews largely rejected the gospel, it was given to the Gentiles (non-Jews) and the Jewish community who
followed Yesua.

Verses 10-11: a quote from Psalm 118:22-23. This quote speaks of the victory of EI-Masih’s resurrection after his rejection and
death by establishing him on his throne.

"stone the builders rejected" — a metaphor for the king who was rejected because defeat seemed inevitable with no hope of victory.
"has become the capstone" — what was rejected as insignificant, useless and low has been given the chief place of honor. Yesua

applies this to himself.
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Q: What is unique about the "one left to send" from the other servants

sent (verse 6)?

Q: What does this tell you about what Yesua thought of himself?
Q: What is meant by "He sent him last of all" (verse 6)? Should we expect

another prophet after him?

Q: What would the son be heir to?

Q: What did Yesua predict would happen to himself (verse 8)?

Q: How does Yesua see his ultimate triumph (verses 10-11)?

After Yesua was arrested he was first put on trial before the Jewish ruling

council of 70 men called the Sanhedrin.

55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for
evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but
they did not find any.

... 61 Again the high priest asked him, "Are you Christ, the Son
of the Blessed One?"

62 "I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of
heaven."

63 The high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more
witnesses?" he asked. 64 "You have heard the blasphemy. What
do you think?"

They all condemned him as worthy of death.
(Mark 14:55, 61b-64)

Notes:
Verse 61: "Son of the Blessed One" — Blessed One is a substitute used by Jews for God in order to avoid saying God’s name in vain.
In this context the high priest is referring to royal messiahship, understood as a man. But the phrase means Son of God.

Verse 62: 'l am" — this is the divine name of Yahweh revealed to Musa at the burning bush (Ex 3:14) and the name Yesua used to
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refer to himself (John 8:28, 58).
"Son of Man" — a reference to the prophecy of Daniel 7:13-14 in which the divine one would come and all peoples would worship
him. This is combined with reference to the prophecy of Psalm 110:1 in which God the Father puts the Son in the position of

honor, authority and power.

Q: What was the high priest asking Yesua concerning his identity?

Q: What claim did Yesua make that angered the high priest so much?

Q: Why did the Sanhedrin condemn Yesua as worthy of death?

ONENESS OF GOD

By this point you may be wondering: "Didn't we see in Study One that God is
one? How does this study fit in with the oneness of God?" The key to answering
this question is to look at the meaning of "one" as it is used in what is called
the Shema ['Hear" in Hebrew] in Deuteronomy 6:4: "Hear, O Israel: The LorD
our God, the Lorb is one." This does not tell us what "one" is. For example, for
me to give you one dollar does not indicate the substance of the dollar, whether
it is paper or coin. God's use of the word "one" is the same as that used when
describing creation and marriage. The evening and the morning are one day
(Genesis 1:5). A man is to be united to his wife "and they will become one flesh"
(Genesis 2:24). In the Hebrew language the word e’had is used by the prophet
Musa for all three passages. It is not used as a mathematical word, but as an
indication of a completed condition, which is separate and alone from other
entities outside itself. Today the word e’had is used in modern Hebrew and
Arabic (in its cognate form) to indicate solidarity by saying "we are one!" It is
used of a large group of people to show their sense of unity and independence
from reliance on others. In the context of Deuteronomy 6 we see that God is
reminding the people of Israel that he is the God who delivered them from
Egypt, helped them defeat their enemies, multiplied them and provided for
them. He was going to bring them into a new land. They were not to worship

other gods. This is because he is the Self-Existent One who will bring about all
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the blessings and promises he gave. As Yahweh, he does not depend on any
other gods to achieve his goals. He does not need any other power because
there is no other ultimate power besides himself. He is alone, e’had. In this
Shema God is making a statement of independence and uniqueness, rather
than of mathematics. He is addressing the concern of his quality as the all-
providing God, rather than of quantity, compared with how many gods the
neighboring nations had for fertility, health, wealth, security and happiness. He
is truly E'had—One.l1 But as God progressively reveals himself we see the

complex nature of his oneness, as seen through this study.

...there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for
whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom

all things came and through whom we live. (1 Corinthians 8:6)
Q: What difference do you see in the relationship of all things and us to

the Father and to Yesua El Masih? Note the difference between “from” and

“for” compared to “through” and “through.”

THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

Answer these three questions in relation to God as Father, Son and Holy

Spirit.

Q: Do you agree that God is Almighty and can take any shape he wills?

Q: Do you agree that God is a Spirit and can take any shape he wills?

Q: Do you agree that God is infinite and beyond human comprehension

except that he chose to reveal himself to us?

Let me illustrate. Compare the vastness of the ocean with that of God. We

cannot possibly explore the entire ocean. But what if I took a glass and filled it
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with water from the ocean and brought it to you to examine. Now you can taste Notes
it, touch it, and smell it. You could put it under a microscope and you would

see that in essence it is the same as the ocean. It is separate from the ocean

but it is in essence the same as the ocean.!2 So we find God revealed to us in

the person of Yesua El-Masih.

Then Jesus cried out, “When a man believes in me, he does not

believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me,

he sees the one who sent me.” (John 12:44-45)

[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God... . For God was pleased

to have all his fullness dwell in him.... . (Colossians 1:15,19)

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at

many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,

and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the

radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being,

sustaining all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:1-3)

Q: How did the means of God’s speaking to us change upon the coming of

Yesua?

Q: Who do we find in Yesua?

FOR OBSERVATION

Q: What are the various ways in which God makes himself known through

Yesua El-Masih?

Q: List the various sources (e.g. angel of the Lord,etc.) found in the

section on the “Son of God” that illustrate the identity of El-Masih.
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Notes FOR REFLECTION

Q: Why does God care for and want to save his people?

FOR APPLICATION

As you continue through these studies, begin looking for the presence of God

in your own life as he speaks to you through his Word.

44  The Message



